Management issues for patients with coronary artery disease and heart failure.
Despite recent favorable trends in survival, heart failure remains a highly fatal disease. Improvements in the prevention of early death from coronary artery disease, along with an aging population, have resulted in an increased prevalence for heart failure in the United States. In the management of patients with heart failure secondary to coronary artery disease, the relative efficacy of invasive therapies such as coronary revascularization, surgical left ventricle remodeling, internal cardiac defibrillator implantation, cardioverter resynchronization therapy, mechanical ventricular assist, and cardiac transplantation need to be considered. Clinical studies examining these important treatment options are reviewed in order to better define the optimal management strategy for this challenging population of patients.